
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS, MICHIGAN 
20025 Mack Plaza Dr. 

Planning Commission Meeting 
October 28, 2014 

7:30 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
2. ROLL CALL 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
4. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
5. RECOGNITION OF COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE/S 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Planning Commission — 09/23/14 

7. PROPOSED FACADE CHANGE: CHURCHILL'S BISTRO CIGAR BAR, 19271 
MACK 

A. Letter of Request — Rec'd 10/13/14 (N. Zaitouna) 
B. Sheet A-1 (Color) — Proposed Elevations— 09/11/14 
C. Sheet A-1 (B&W) — Proposed Elevations w/seal — 09/11/14 
D. Land Title Survey — 10/04/13 
E. Memo — 10/21/14 — Building Official (Tutag) 

(1) City Ordinance, Section #50-419(1)g — Permitted Uses 
(2) City Ordinance, Section #50-373 — Design Standards 
(3) City Ordinance, Section #50-374 — Change of Appearance of Building Exterior 

8. BUILDING OFFICIAL'S MONTHLY REPORT: 
Building Department Report — September 2014 

9. COUNCIL REPORT: 
October - Vitale 

10. INFORMATION ONLY: COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE FOR NEXT MEETING: 
November - Harrell 

11. NEW BUSINESS: 
2020 Plan (Hamborsky/Vitale/Fuller/Gilezan) 
Special Sign (Vaughn/Fuller/Stapleton) 

12. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

13. ADJOURNMENT: 

Submitted by Gene Tutag, Building Department — (313)343-2426 



IN ACCORDANCE WITH PUBLIC ACT 267 (OPEN MEETINGS ACT) POSTED  
AND COPIES GIVEN TO NEWSPAPERS  

Notice: The City of Grosse Pointe Woods will provide necessary, reasonable auxiliary aids and 
services, such as signers for the hearing impaired, or audio tapes of printed materials being considered 
at the meeting to individuals with disabilities. All such requests must be made at least five days prior 
to said meeting. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services should contact the 
City of Grosse Pointe Woods by writing or calling the A.D.A. Coordinator or the City Clerk's office, 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 (313) 343-2445; or Telecommunications Device 
for the Deaf (TDD) (313) 343-9249. 

NOTE TO ANY PETITIONERS: 
Please make every effort to be present at the meeting so that public officials may get the benefit 
of your input on the matter before them.  

Submitted by Gene Tutag, Building Department — (313)343-2426 



PLANNING COMMISSION 
09-23-14 -020 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 23, 2014, IN THE COUNCIL-COURT 
ROOM OF THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 20025 MACK AVENUE, GROSSE POINTE WOODS, 
MICHIGAN 

The meeting was called to order at 7:36 p.m. by Vice-Chair Stapleton. 

Roll Call: 	Fuller, Hamborsky, Harrell, Profeta, Stapleton, Vaughn, Vitale 

Absent: 	Chair Rozycki, Gilezan 

Also Present: 	Building Official Tutag 
Deputy City Clerk Gerhart 

Motion by Vitale, seconded by Vaughn, that Commission Members Gilezan and Rozycki 
be excused from tonight's meeting. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Hamborsky, Harrell, Profeta, Stapleton, Vaughn, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Gilezan, Rozycki 

Motion by Vitale, seconded by Harrell, that all items on tonight's agenda be received, 
placed on file, and taken in order of appearance. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Hamborsky, Harrell, Profeta, Stapleton, Vaughn, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Gilezan, Rozycki 

Motion by Profeta, seconded by Vitale, regarding Approval of Minutes, that the Planning 
Commission minutes dated June 24, 2014, be approved as corrected. 

Motion carried by the following vote: 
YES: 	Fuller, Hamborsky, Harrell, Profeta, Stapleton, Vaughn, Vitale 
NO: 	None 
ABSENT: 	Gilezan, Rozycki 

The next item on the agenda was the Discussion — 2020 Plan. Member Hamborsky 
provided an overview of the 2020 plan and it's importance in setting the direction of the 
community, and it's goal of maintaining the vitality of the City. Hamborsky suggested 
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
09-23-14 -021 

scheduling a workshop either this month or the following to allow for more in depth 
discussion and modification to the plans. 	A draft copy of the plan, along with a letter 
to 2020 Subcommittee plan members, and a schematic design plan was distributed to 
Committee members. An overview of the layout of the plan was provided. 

Building Officials Monthly Report; Mr. Tutag reported the following: 
• Provided updates on the Rivers 
• Reviewed progress on the University Liggett Athletic Complex 
• Stated University Liggett is going to be addressing the City Council for approval of 

a field house 
• Façade changes at Churchill's 
• Levels of interest in various empty property in the City 
• Looking into the Avenue Boutique to ensure compliance with City Ordinances 

Regarding the July 2014 Council Reports: 
• Nothing to report. 

Regarding the August 2014 Council Reports: 
• Stapleton had nothing to report. 
• The Building Official provided an overview of the meeting. Briarcliff project was 

approved, as well as a fence permit for a solid privacy fence. He stated the 
ordinance regarding privacy fences is being reviewed with respect to corner lots. 

Regarding the September 2014 Council Reports: 
• Vaughn had nothing to report. 

Commission Member Vitale will attend the Council Meetings in October. 

Under New Business, the following Subcommittee Reports were provided: 

2020 Plan — Hamborsky had nothing more to report. 

Special Sign — Vaughn had nothing to report. 

Hearing no objections, the following was discussed under New Business: 
• Commission Member Vaughn acknowledged Member Hamborsky playing guitar 

with Bugs Bedlow Band at the Fall Fest. 

Motion by Harrell, seconded by Profeta, that the Planning Commission Meeting be 
adjourned at 8:59 p.m. PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Steve Gerhart, Deputy City Clerk 
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To: City of Grosse Pointe Woods 

From: 
Nash Zaitouna 
Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar 
116 S. Old Woodward 
Birmingham, MI 48009 

Regarding: Proposed Grosse Pointe Woods Churchill's Location 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are writing this to provide the City of Grosse Pointe Woods Board 
background information on the company of Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar per the 
proposed location to be opened in Grosse Pointe Woods. The current ownership of 
Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar has been in the premium cigar retailers business since 
1990, and currently owns the franchise for all Churchill's locations. The first 
location was opened in 2002 in downtown Birmingham, MI. This location was a 
retail location that remained as a mainstay in downtown Birmingham till it was 
moved three doors down and reopened as Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar. This 
location serves downtown Birmingham with a full American bistro menu, full bar, 
walk in humidor and numerous seating options. Lockers for cigar storage are 
available for yearly rental. The environment is maintained through a state of the art 
air filtration system, which completely replaces the air in the bistro with fresh air 
from the outdoors every fifteen minutes. A similar system is currently in place at 
the West Bloomfield location. 

In 2009 the West Bloomfield location, Churchill's Cigar Bar, was opened. 
This location has remained opened in West Bloomfield and continues to serve its 
community with a friendly bar atmosphere, full humidor, and comfortable private 
lounges. This location has yearly storage lockers to compliment a large selection of 
cigars. A system based off of the one currently in use at the Birmingham location 
was installed into Churchill's Cigar Bar providing similar rates of fresh air being 
circulated throughout the building while insulating surrounding area's from the 
smoke. The proposed site in Grosse Pointe Woods is planned to have features of 
both the West Bloomfield and the Birmingham locations. 

The proposed site for the new Churchill's Bistro Cigar bar is at 19271 Mack 
Avenue in Grosse Pointe Woods, the previous site of Robusto's Martini Bar. It is a 
two story building with a small basement located directly off of Mack Avenue with a 
small parking located at the rear of the building. Currenf plans include a re-facing of 
the building including new windows, including additional windows on the second 
floor, which will include the demolition mansard roof. The Mack Avenue frontage 
will include the addition of a series of French doors in replacement of existing 
windows. The front door will repositioned to face directly to Mack Avenue. The 
main portions of the exterior of the structure will be maintained and updated but no 
significant construction to expand the structure will take place. The interior will be 



separated into two floors, with the upper floor being reserved as a private lounge 
complete with cigar storage lockers. Bar's will be located on both the upper and 
lower levels. The basement will house a small kitchen from which small plates will 
be served to guests. A similar air refreshing system to the ones located at the other 
locations will be installed to maintain a clean, fresh environment with the main 
portion of the equipment being installed upon the roof. Specific plans are to be 
submitted as follows, thank you. 

Nash Zaitouna 









CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS 

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 	Planning Commission 

FROM: 	Gene Tutag, Building Official 

DATE: 	October 21, 2014 

SUBJECT: 	Façade Change, Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar, 19271 Mack Avenue 

Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar, in compliance with Section 50-374 of the City's code (copy 
attached) has submitted plans to remodel the exterior of the former Robusto's at 19271 Mack 
Avenue. 

Churchill's Bistro Cigar Bar is planning on operating a cigar bar with lockers for cigar storage, a 
full bar with a bistro food menu and a walk-in humidor at this location. They currently operate 
two existing facilities, one in downtown Birmingham and another in West Bloomfield. 

The existing building at 19271 Mack Avenue has been unoccupied since approximately February 
of 2012. The property is zoned C-2 (High Intensity City Center). This use as proposed is a 
permitted use per Section 50-419(1)g (copy attached). 

The building is located near the southern boarder of the city. AAA insurance is located to the 
north and a landscaped area owned by St John Hospital is directly to the south, Lazare's of 
Grosse Pointe is in the next building south. 

The new façade represents a significant change from the existing building's dated mansard roof 
The plans show that the existing mansard will be removed, new windows, doors and cornice will 
be installed and the main entry door relocated. Metal coping, phypon moldings, limestone, wood 
paneling, cement based siding and a standing seam metal roof will be used for the façade as 
indicated on the plans. Colors shown on the renderings are found on our approved color chart. 
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The existing main entry on the northeast corner of the building will be relocated to the Mack 
elevation as shown on the plans. Opening french doors will be installed in place of existing 

windows also on the Mack elevation. 

The project will bring a distinctive building design and an upscale business to this area of Mack 
and to the City of Grosse Pointe Woods. The architectural elements and colors proposed on the 
façade are found in our Design Standards, Section #50-373 (copy attached). Approval of the 

proposed façade improvement is recommended with the following conditions: 

1. Approval does not include any signage. A separate permit and administrative review is 

required. 
2. Any rooftop equipment shall be positioned (or appropriately screened) on the roof so it 

cannot be seen from grade. 

3 Attachments 
City Ord #50-419(1)g Permitted uses 
City Ord #50-373 Design standards 
City Ord # 50-374 Change of appearance of building exterior 

GT/sjs 
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Sec. 50-419. - Permitted uses. 

The following uses shall be permitted by right in the C-2 high intensity city center district: 

(1) Retail businesses. Retail businesses are permitted as follows: 

g. 	Establishments that sell alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises, provided a 
liquor license has been approved by the city and granted by the liquor control commission. 
No dancing is allowed unless the establishment receives approval for a dance permit from 
the city pursuant to  section 4-31,  and the liquor control commission. This subsection does 
not prohibit singing, piano playing or the playing of other types of musical instruments. 

ICnd 1975, S 5-9-2; Code 1997. 98-242; Oni No. 812, 98-'42, 2-26-20(17: Ord. S'o. 856. 7-15-2(113) 



Sec. 50-373. - Design standards. 

(a) 	General. 

(1) New construction, renovations, remodeling or exterior building alterations within all C 

commercial, C-2 high intensity city center, and RO-1 restricted office zoning districts 

shall be designed in conformance with approved design standards found in this 

section and on file with the building department. The purpose of these design 

standards is to promote a coordinated and complimentary use of design elements 

that result in a theme oriented, harmonious appearance and image for the 

commercial and high intensity residential areas of the city. 

(2) To be in compliance with these standards, all designs as governed by this section 

shall contain a dominant use of assorted architectural design elements generally 

described as "Colonial," "Williamsburg Colonial," "Georgian Colonial," "Early 

American," "Classic" or "Traditional." Specific definitions and examples of these 

elements are included within this section, and in the "design standards" guidelines on 

file with the building department. The guidelines may be modified by planning 

commission resolution. 

(b) 	Design components. 

(1) The words "Colonial," "Williamsburg Colonial," "Georgian Colonial," "Early American," 

"Classic" or "Traditional" shall collectively refer to use of a pallet of materials, trim, 

shapes, forms, colors and details most commonly associated with the dominant 

architectural styles utilized during the early development of the east coast American 

towns and cities. Some examples of where these designs are commonly found and 

featured include Williamsburg, Virginia, Cape Cod, New England and Philadelphia. 

(2) To more specifically define the assorted components that can be utilized to achieve 

this design style, the design standards guidelines include graphic examples of design 

elements, all of which are considered by definition of this section to be acceptable 

when collectively used within a total design. These elements shall be utilized in 

appropriate proportions and quantity to form an overall total design consistent with 

the requirements of this section. 

(3) Colors utilized in all design components shall be consistent with the approved color 

chart on file with the building department and shall be utilized to produce a balanced, 

coordinated and complimentary total design solution. 

(Code 1975. § 5-8-5; Code 1997, § 98-205) 
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on file with the building department. The 
guidelines may be modified by planning 
commission resolution. 

(b) Design components. 

(1) The words "Colonial," "Williamsburg Co-
lonial," "Georgian Colonial," "Early Amer-
ican," "Classic" or "Traditional" shall col-
lectively refer to use of a pallet of materials, 
trim, shapes, forms, colors and details 
most commonly associated with the dom-
inant architectural styles utilized during 
the early development of the east coast 
American towns and cities. Some exam-
ples of where these designs are commonly 
found and featured include Williamsburg, 
Virginia, Cape Cod, New England and 
Philadelphia. 

(2) To more specifically define the assorted 
components that can be utilized to achieve 
this design style, the design standards 
guidelines include graphic examples of 
design elements, all of which are consid-
ered by definition of this section to be 
acceptable when collectively used within 
a total design. These elements shall be 
utilized in appropriate proportions and 
quantity to form an overall total design 
consistent with the requirements of this 
section. 

(3) Colors utilized in all design components 
shall be consistent with the approved color 
chart on file with the building department 
and shall be utilized to produce a bal-
anced, coordinated and complimentary to-
tal design solution. 

(Code 1975, § 5-8-5; Code 1997, § 98-205) 

Sec. 50-374. Change of appearance of build-
ing exterior in C, RO-1 or C-2 
district. 

(a) Approval required. All plans for new con-
struction, renovations, remodeling or exterior build-
ing alterations within all C commercial district, 
the RO-1 restricted office district, and the C-2 
high intensity city center district shall be submit-
ted to the building inspector for approval prior to 
the issuance of any building, sign, or awning 
permit and any new certificate of occupancy as  

may be required. All plans will be submitted to 
the planning commission for review consistent 
with the design standards ordinance, unless oth-
erwise exempt under subsection (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Repair or maintenance. The following re-
pairs or maintenance to the exterior appearance 
of any building or structure are examples of 
changes not requiring planning commission re-
view if complaint with other provisions of this 
Code including the design standards ordinance 
and approved colors: 

(1) Replacement of windows or doors. 

(2) Painting or repainting of building exte-
rior. 

(3) Repaving or repairs of driveways, side-
walks or parking lots. 

(4) Repair or replacement of damaged or worn 
building elements. 

(5) Signs in compliance with chapter 32. 

(6) Awnings or canopies in compliance with 
chapter 32. 

(7) Replacement or addition of gutters or 
downspouts. 

(8) Emergency repairs or replacement requir-
ing immediate attention. 

(9) Exterior building lighting fixtures. 

(10) Reshingling or replacement of mansard 
roof covering or other roof covering. 

(Code 1975, § 5-8-6; Code 1997, § 98-206) 

Sec. 50-375. Denial of approval of exterior 
design. 

If, in the opinion of the planning commission, 
the architectural appeal, finished exterior or func-
tional design of the building or structure front 
shall be of extreme variance with the provisions of 
section 50-373, or with that of existing buildings 
or structures already constructed, which would 
result in a substantial depreciation of property or 
aesthetic values of the immediate and adjacent 
vicinity, the planning commission shall recom-
mend the denial of any building permit or certif-
icate of occupancy. 
(Code 1975, § 5-8-7; Code 1997, § 98-207) 

Supp. No. 7 	 CD50:65 



City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

Monthly Financial Report — September 2014 

Permits Issued: 	210 

Rental Certificates: 	11 	 Total: $ 33,220 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

Abandoned/Foreclosure Compl. Notices Issued: 0 
# of Complaints Investigated by Code Enforcement: 28 

Closed Due to Compliance: 21 
Open for Longer Compliance Time: 27 

Citations Issued: 1 
Early Trash Notices: 4 

Code Violation Notices to Residents: 14 
Tall Grass Notices Issued: 15 

Stop Work notices to Contractors (working w/o permit): 19 
Outside Storage: 10 

NEW BUSINESS  
Infinity Cleaners, 20525 Mack Ave (formerly Rose Cleaners) 
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